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shun kawakami x seven shuffles
at Salon des Beaux Arts 2017

Salon des Beaux Arts 2017: about the exhibition
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Shun Kawakami, CEO of artless Inc. and art director/artist, was invited to be one of the main
artists of Salon des Beaux Arts 2017, where his work will be on display at the Louvre
Museum.

Salon des Beaux Arts is a festival of the arts held every year at the Louvre Museum,
organized by the Société nationale des beaux-arts, a French art group with a rich history
going back 150 years. More than 600 artists from across the globe representing the



contemporary art scene; from painters, sculptors, printmakers, photographers, to illustrators,
gather to exhibit their work, wherein select artists in each discipline are given awards for
their exemplary works. Many artists from Japan, including calligraphers Sisyu and Suito
Nakatsuka, have in the past received the esteemed award.

This year the festival will be held from December 7th to the 10th at Les Salles du Carrousel
in the Louvre Museum, and the award ceremony will be held on the 9th.

The work on display “In Praise of Shadows” by Shun Kawakami is made in collaboration with
Tokyo and London based video art group seven shuffles (Tomohiro Ishioka & MATIJA
SUHADOLC). Utilizing the temporal and spatial nature of the medium and the three-
dimensional effect of the manifold timelines (passage) and spatial perversion of the moving
image, the work through lights and shadows redefines and recognizes the “unique
aesthetics of Japan”.

Having been awarded with one of the world’s top three advertising awards, the Cannes
Lions International Festival of Creativity (Cannes, France), as well as NY ADC, One Show,
D&AD, and iF: International Forum Design Hanover, Shun Kawakami is poised to bring his
unique aesthetic vision to Salon des Beaux Arts.

Please contact Yuri for any inquiries.
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In Praise of Shadows - [225%L5# -: artwork concept
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title: In Praise of Shadows - 255, -

production year: 2017

artwork & design: artless Inc. / Shun Kawakami

motion graphics: seven shuffles / Tomoyuki Ishioka, Matija Suhadolc
price: €50,000

AMEIE. BADIGHENEEZBREL DD, FlcBhEEZBRUKEITEZ7—FT s ANILEY 2 Y
EAYRYZEIL—YEL, BRABDIREVWDFOF— T LI 3>, BREIEZE

fT5seven shufflesE D AZRL—> a3 VICKDRBLI17.5mICRIAET A 7— MMER
(AR7E1M#& €50,000) T,



%1€ TIn Praise of Shadows - [285%L& - (FEETIIARV., DUIESICHIEAREED
Mg, OFSERBLTVWEY, BELEE X TBEDES) . BEUANOREDESICK
D EZ Y ZEENEEOME BEEIODLND EULTRASNDZBEREELET,
MERFBRINETBREEIATINSZRIFULTEEL LA, seven shuffles& DIAZRL —
YavicK DEFEOREE. ZEtZzFRAUREDOHRICHS TH ZEERLE LR,

ERZDBTHDLBNS, BHATEEITZIHEAAE UTOBRANSHADENEZZREDH
)1k &seven shuffles, BEE WS FERESTO—/NILRREEZHRITEDESZET. €

W, BH BE. BEVLWSKBRETELRVEDEZRBEOFICRUNSZBRAEEROEZRDE
BEE. /XY O THAET,

The 17.5m large video artwork (price: €50,000) is a collaborative effort between Shun
Kawakami, an artist who explores and pursues traditional Japanese aesthetics with a
modern sensibility, and seven shuffles, a creative agency with roots in London creating
video art and art direction in a wide range of fields both locally and abroad.

The work “In Praise of Shadows” does not express nihility, but rather the very antithetical
concept inherent in Japanese culture of “mu (nothingness)”. The phrase “In Praise of
Shadows” refers to the “depth of darkness”, a phenomenon where the value of
instantaneous beauty and infinitude is felt through the convergence of the non-visual
senses.

Shun Kawakami has in the past expressed this notion in static and three-dimensional forms,
but in collaborating with seven shuffles, he was able to utilize the temporal and spatial
nature of the medium to redefine the “refinement” that is within the shadows.

Although hailing from different disciplines, Shun Kawakami and seven shuffles both explore
Japan’s aesthetic philosophy from the perspective of Japanese creatives who are active
overseas. Through the convergence of the moving image with a global sensibility, the
creators attempt to reconstruct the aesthetic philosophy of Japan’s past in Paris; where
scent, weight, temperature, and sound are felt in the darkness.



